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SUPERINTENDENT'S LETTER
Dear Patrons,

vision is to accomplish this
through:

The 2011-12 school year is off
to a great start!! Because of
great students and staff, we
believe it is going to be a banner year! I would like to take
the opportunity to inform you
of where we are going and
how we plan to get there this
year. We have several points
of emphasis:
1.We will be implementing a
district news letter this year.
This is an effort to connect the
happenings of our district to
you, our patrons. This letter
will go out to every postal patron in our district and we
hope will provide you with
information relevant to you
and our community.
2. We have been working on
a district vision and mission
statement. The mission for
the district is to develop in our
students “Respect, Excellence, and Discipline.” Our

•

A Rigorous curriculum
that stretches our student’s capacity to learn

•

Providing real world Relevance connecting what
is learned in the classroom to practical applications

SCHOOL CALENDAR
September 5
Labor Day, No School
September 5-9
GHS Homecoming
September 8
Bruin Fun Run
September 10
PAC Concert—Mike Banks
Quartet with Lindsay
Obray
September 17-October 1
Potato Harvest
October 6
Thatcher Harvest Carnival
October 27
Grace Halloween Carnival

School Lunch Prices
Have Changed
Hot lunch prices for the
2011-2012 school year will be
as follows:
Elementary Lunch

$1.90

High School/Jr. High

$2.00

Adult Lunch

$3.25

Developing Relationships
that make students feel
known, valued, and inspired
3. We have made a few
changes at Grace Elementary
School. We have changed
the school color and mascot
in an effort to unify the
schools in the district. The
colors will be red and white,
and the mascot is the Bruin.
4. Preliminary Scores indicate that as a district we have
once again made Adequate
Yearly Progress!! In TriSchool Comparisons for

•

Caribou County our test scores
are the best comparatively in
the majority of the subject and
grade categories! In a report
released by the Idaho State
Department of Education
based on 2010 ISAT scores,
Grace High School was ranked
#1 over all in the state out of
the 150 plus high schools reported! This data is telling, and
is an example of what fantastic
staff, students, and families
can accomplish.
4. We are planning a district
wide service day on November
22nd. This day will provide our
students and staff an opportunity to give back to our community. It is important that we
teach how Respect for our
community and those who
serve us, will lead to Excellence in our other pursuits, as
well as an appreciation for the
self Discipline that can come
when we think of others before
our selves.
We are excited about the opportunities for growth this year
will provide for our district.
Thank you for all you do to
support Grace School District
#148. We look forward to seeing you at our various activities.
GO BIG RED!!
Jamie Holyoak
Superintendent of Schools
Grace School District #148

“We are what we repeatedly do, Excellence then is not an act, but a habit” - Aristotle
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Grace Junior
High Athletic
Schedule
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Rigor, Relevance,
Relevance, and Your Student’s Education.

Sept 1 Football vs.
West Side at Home 4:30
Volleyball vs.
Bear Lake, Marsh Valley
at Home 4:30
Sept 7 Volleyball vs.
Bear Lake, Soda at Bear
Lake 4:15
Sept 8 Football vs.
Soda Springs at Home
4:30
Sept 14 Volleyball vs.
Bear Lake, American
Falls at Bear Lake 4:15
Sept 15 Football vs.
Malad at Home 4:30
Volleyball vs.
North Gem at Home
4:30
Sept 21 Volleyball vs.
Malad at Home 4:30
Sept 22 Football vs.
West Side at West Side
4:00
Volleyball vs.
North Gem at North
Gem 4:30
Sept 28 Football vs.
Soda Springs at Soda
Springs 4:30
Volleyball vs.
Bear Lake, American
Falls at Home 4:30
Sept 29 Volleyball vs.
West Side, Soda
Springs at West Side
4:00
Oct 7 Football vs.
Malad at Malad 4:00

Lessons plans in the district this year will be designed to be in the “D”
quadrant with high Rigor and Relevance. We hope that we can develop in
our students analytical skills that will help them think critically and by so
doing make a deeper connection with our curriculum. If you have any
questions regarding this approach please feel free to contact Mr. Holyoak
at the district office.
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G H S S T U D E N T , L E A N N F OX , A T T E N D S
S PA C E C A M P
By Leann Fox
Last year I applied for an online Idaho Science
and Aerospace Scholars (ISAS) class through
Boise State University after reading about it on a
flyer that was hung in the hall. I was chosen
along with 80 other juniors in Idaho. The class
was extremely challenging. It required advanced
math, history, and science knowledge, much of
which I had to turn to others in our community
for help. I loved the class and I learned about
the subjects that I am really interested in.
After the class was completed, those
at the top of the class were invited to attend an
all-expense paid academy to Boise State and
then on to San Jose California. At the academy
we were divided into four teams, mission integration, getting there, living there, and working
there. Each team was assigned different jobs
and we all worked together to create a mission
to mars. We presented our part of the mission
at the end of the academy.
In California, we toured the Ames
NASA base site. Here we met many people who
are involved with NASA, we participated in experiments, went in the world’s largest wind tunnel, and literally went through the life of a NASA

employee. I loved it! I met and worked with
Astronaut Barbra Morgan. She was the best!
She was just a normal person who had been
successful and it was great to visit with her.
The end of the week was a sorrowful
experience. We had all grown so close, and it
was hard to leave. We had all come as strangers
with a common interest, and left as best friends.
I love math and science and this experience is
one I will never forget.

T HAT CHE R C U B S O F F T O A G REAT
START
Things have really been shaken up in Thatcher.
Two of our long—time teachers, Mrs.
Elsmore and Mrs. White, retired. We will miss
them and their dedication to our school.
However, two new teachers have joined the
ranks! Mrs. Leslie Abrams joined us as our first
grade teacher. She was born and raised in Preston and graduated from BYU-Idaho. She taught
second grade at Grace Elementary last year.
Mrs. Amber Keller is our new second grade
teacher. She is also from Preston and finished
up her student teaching there last year. She is
married and has one three-year old son.

Our Back-to-School Night was a success. The
P.T.O. informed us about some of their upcoming
events. The president this year is Angie Smith.
Nicole Romney will serve as Vice President,
Daralyn Mansfield will be secretary, and Sara
Andersen will be in charge of the Accelerated
Reading reward program. JanaLe Fox continues
as the school’s Box Top coordinator and Karen
Wheeler will take charge of the fluoride program.
Thatcher School is a better place because of
these willing volunteers!

There are just three classes at Thatcher this
year. Along with Mrs. Abrams and Mrs. Keller,
third grade will be taught by Mrs. Robinson

Mrs. Keller and Mrs. Abrams

This opportunity
helped me realize
the many
career paths that
are available to me.

Thatcher PTO
Angie Smith
Nicole Romney
Daralyn Mansfield
Sara Andersen
JanaLe Fox

President
Vice President
Secretary
AR Rewards
Box Tops

Be watching for
information
about the
Thatcher Harvest
Carnival coming
October 6th!
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Grace High
Athletic Schedule
Sept 1 HS Volleyball vs.
Challis at Challis
Sept 2 HS Football vs.
North Gem at North Gem
4:30
Sept 7 HS Volleyball vs.
North Gem at North Gem
5:00
*Spirit Battle Wear Extreme
Red and White!*
Sept 8 HS Volleyball vs.
West Side at Home 5:00
Sept 9 HOMECOMING
HS Football vs. Mackay
Parade 5:00
Tailgate Party 5:30
Kickoff 7:00
Sept 13 HS Volleyball vs.
Raft River at Home 5:00
Sept 15 HS Volleyball vs.
Hansen at Hansen 5:00
Sept 16 HS Football vs. Raft
River at Raft River
JV 4:00
Varsity 7:00
Sept 21 HS Volleyball vs.
Oakley at Oakley 5:00
Sept 22 HS Volleyball vs.
North Gem at Home 5:00
Sept 23 HS Football vs.
Oakley at Oakley
JV 4:00
Varsity7:00
Sept 24 HS Volleyball
Tournament at Malad
Sept 27 HS Volleyball vs.
Hansen & Shoshone at
Home 4:30
Sept 28 HS Volleyball vs.
West Side at West Side 5:00
Sept 30 HS Football vs.
Hagerman at home
JV 4:00
Varsity 7:00
HS Volleyball vs.
Hagerman at Home 1:00

G R AC E E L E M E N TA RY S P O R T S N E W
COLORS, MASCOT
Grace Elementary students
had some changes waiting for
them as they came back to
school this fall. The school
colors had changed from blue
and white to red and white,
and the mascot had changed
from a bronco to a bruin. What
is a bruin, you may ask? If you

ask a GES student, you will be
told that a bruin is a bear, especially a brown bear. Mrs.
Arlene Campbell donated a
very large stuffed bear to be
the mascot for the Grace Elementary Bruins.
The Grace Elementary Bruins
have started having Spirit Day
assemblies every other Thursday to celebrate Respect, Excellence, and Discipline at their
school.
Grace Elementary School has
also implemented a new procedure for parents who drive

their children to school. The
school administration asks that
parents enter the parking lot
from the north, drop off their
students right in front of the
school in the drop off area,
indicated by orange cones, and
then exit the parking lot heading south.

“Grace Elementary
Bruins,
We will proudly be!”

GHS GEARS UP FOR HOMECOMING
SEPT 5-10
The Grace High School Grizzlies
are excited about homecoming,
which is early this year, on September 5-September 10.
Because Monday, the 5th is the
end of Labor Day weekend,
there will be no school that day.
However, the Grizzlies have
planned a water activity for
Monday at 1:00 p.m.
Tuesday evening at 7:00 the
boys will play the Powder’buff’
game. This event was first started last year and was one of the
highlights of the week. The
boys have begun practicing with
their coaches and look forward
to an interesting evening of
volleyball.
Wednesday the Lady Grizzlies
travel to North Gem for a volleyball match. This game will be
the site of a Spirit Battle between the two schools. An independent judge will determine
which of the two schools exhibits the most school spirit at the
game. C’mon Grizzlies, bring
your pride to the game! The
game starts at 5:00 p.m.

The pep assembly will be Thursday afternoon in the auditorium
where the homecoming royalty
will be announced. That evening, the Lady Grizzlies host the
West Side Lady Pirates in volleyball. The game begins at 5:00
p.m.
Friday is the big game with Mackay. The Festivities begin with
the parade at 5:00. Line up for
the parade will be at the city
park beginning at 4:15.
After the parade, the tailgate
party will be swinging at the
football field. The annual Red
Devil Cook-off this year features
desserts. If you are interested in
entering a dessert, please call
Sharlene Simons.
The kickoff is at 7:00, so come
to the parade, follow us to the
party, and sit back and watch
the Grizzlies take it to the Miners!
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T W O G R A N T S P ROV I D E F U N D S F O R
P A R K I N G L O T R E N OVA T I O N
Two grants, one from Monsanto for $3079 and one from the
IFFT Foundation for $10,000
have provided funds for the
renovation of the parking lot
between the Grace Junior High
and Grace High School.
Over the summer, the old
asphalt was cut and parts of
the parking lot were removed
to make space for grass and
eventually trees, bushes,
flowers and benches.
Contaminated soil was removed and replaced with new
topsoil.
A sprinkling system was installed and the football and
volleyball teams laid new sod
just before school started.
Once the grass has taken root,
the trees and bushes will be
planted, and the benches and

picnic tables will be installed.
In addition to the grant funds,
many volunteers donated their
time and equipment to complete this project.
Mr. Brady, the high school principal, is grateful for the help of
all the volunteers who have
helped make this project successful. Mr. Brady feels this is
an important project because
research shows that students
who have access to green
space perform better at
school. The junior high students have not had any place
to gather outside the gym in
the junior high. The addition of
this green space will improve
their experience of all the
students at Grace Junior High
and High School.

A SEA OF
R . E . D.

G RACE BRUI NS FI RS T
A N N UA L F U N R U N S E T F O R
SEPTEMBER 8
Grace PTO

The Grace School District has resembled a red ant hill the past two
Thursdays. Thursday will be spirit
day for students this year. All of the
students in the district received a
red t-shirt sporting the new district
Mission Statement. The School
Board has created the new mission
statement of developing in our students Respect, Excellence, and Discipline.
The t-shirts have been purchased by
the Grace and Thatcher Elementary
Parent Teacher Organizations. The
P.T.O.’s generosity in helping get the
“word” out through the new t-shirts
is much appreciated. If you see a
member of your school P.T.O. tell
them thanks!

On Thursday, September 8, 2011, the students of
Grace Elementary will participate in a Walk-aThon. The Grace PTO invites all family and friends
of GES students to help them raise funds for field
trips, assemblies, new playground equipment and
other fun and educational activities for the school.
Each participant will raise funds by asking friends
and family to sponsor them based on the number
of laps they walk. Sponsors can pledge per lap or
with a flat donation if they prefer.

Kimberly Williams President
Cassie Walker
President

