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Developing in our students: Respect, Excellence, Discipline

Superintendent’s Letter
Potato
Harvest
Makeup
Days:
Friday, November
22
Friday, December 13
Friday, January 31
Monday, February 17

Be cool,
Come to
school!

Dear PatronsHarvest is over, the leaves have
changed, and the temperatures
are getting colder, but things are
heating up in the classrooms
throughout the district. It is a
wonderful time of year! We are
getting back into the swing of
things and our teachers and
students are excited for the opportunity to improve.
I would like to take this opportunity to explain the reasons for
the extended potato harvest a
few weeks ago. It is the intension of the district to foster the
relationship we enjoy with our
local farms. When the weather
was not conducive to the harvest
and many of our farmers found
themselves behind their schedules, it was necessary to extend
the harvest break. I know in the
past school was called back into
session when weather was non
cooperative. There have been
changes in Idaho since then; our
school district funding is now
based on an attendance window
from August to November 7th.
During this window, not holding
school is far better than a day of
poor attendance. As we considered that approximately 60 of
our students in the middle and
high schools worked in the potatoes, holding school without
them would have devastated our
funding for the upcoming year.
We also considered the fact that
many of our students and their
families travel during this break
and holding school without them
would not be in our best interest
either. In addition to this, as a
community and school district
we understand that successful
harvests are our life blood; our
combined efforts make it possi-

ble for us to succeed in harvests
as well as life.

state agencies that will be present for the award presentation.

We will be making up the extended harvest days on Friday
November 22nd, Friday December 13th, Friday January 31st,
and Monday February 17th.
Please make a note of these
dates on your calendar.

We will be having Parent Teacher Conferences soon. The Middle and High Schools will be
hosting parents on November 7th
from 4:30 to 7:00 pm, and the
Elementary schools will be hosting on November 14th by appointment. We are excited
about what is being taught and
learned and would like to encourage parents to come and
visit our schools.

It is nearing the time for winter
weather; school closures this
year will be announced through
KFSI FM Radio, KIDK TV, and
the NIXLE notification system
through Caribou County. If you
would like to sign up for NIXLE
notifications text 83241 to
888777 and you will receive a
text message or email of school
closures. We will no longer be
using the calling tree we
have used in the past. If you
do not have access to the sources
listed above, please contact the
district office.

I appreciate all you do as patrons for the students and staff
of this district. We are excited
to be developing Respect, Excellence, and Discipline, through
Rigor, Relevance and Relationships.
Go big R.E.D.,

The various Parent Teacher
Organizations have been busy
raising funds; we appreciate all
of you who have contributed to
this cause. It really is amazing
how much support we receive
from the good people in this
district.
I have been privy to some exciting news I would like to share
with you. We have been notified
by the Idaho State Board of Education that Thatcher Elementary will be one of only 7 schools
K-12 in the state of Idaho to be
declared a 2013-2014
“Distinguished School”. This is
a tremendous honor, and we are
excited to host members of the
State Board of Education as well
as representatives from various

Jamie Holyoak
Superintendent of Schools
Grace School District #148

“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence then, is not an act, but a habit.” — Aristotle
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Grace High Yearbook Wins National Award
Grace High School yearbook
staff earned the National
Yearbook Program of Excellence Award in recognition of
outstanding performance on
the 2012-13 yearbook.
Pictured are Susan Kimball,
adviser; Kristen Robinson,
senior editor; Nichelle Hulse,
assistant editor; and Sierra
Aplanalp, co-editor.

School Closure Update
Grace School District #148 will no
longer be calling students to inform
them of school closures.
School closures will be announced
on KFSI FM Radio, KIDK TV and
the NIXLE notification system.
The NIXLE system is administered
by the Caribou County Sheriff’s
Office. To sign up for NIXLE notifi-

cations, simply text 83241 to
888777. Or, you can scan the QR
code to the right with your smart
phone and it will take you to the
sign-up page. If you sign up with
NIXLE, you will receive a text message when there is a school closure.
IF you do not have access to the
above sources, please contact the
district office at 425-3984.

QR Code for the
NIXLE sign-up page.
Just scan this with
your smart phone!

1955 State Basketball Champions Honored at Homecoming
The 1955 Grace High
School Boys Basketball
team was honored at
homecoming. The team
was the first team from
Grace High to win a
state championship.
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Thatcher Cubs Roaring into Fall
The Cubs are ROARIN’
about great things that our happening at Thatcher School!

Officer Despain from the
Franklin County Sheriff's
office talks with the children about leading a drug

Upcoming Dates for
Thatcher

The PTO hosted the annual Harvest Carnival in October. Attendance was high, even
though it was held during Potato
Harvest break, which shows the
great support of families and
community members. Delicious
food, fun games, and valuable
raffle prizes made for an enjoyable evening for all.
During the first part of
October, Mrs. Keller spearheaded the “Anti-bullying Campaign.”
Students made posters about

bullying and hung them in the
halls. The students wore orange
to support Thatcher School’s
commitment to stamp out bullying.
Red Ribbon Week was
held in October under the direction of Mrs. Abrams and Mrs.
Despain. The students learned
in their classrooms about being
drug-free, wore red ribbons, and
dressed up to follow the themes
for each day. A special assembly
was held with Officer Despain
from the Franklin County Sherriff’s Department giving a
presentation on the effects of illegal drugs and the importance of
living a healthy lifestyle.

November 11 thru 14 – PTO Book Fair
November 11 – Veterans’ Day Assembly
at GHS
November 12 – Grandparents’ Day

GES Celebrates Red Ribbon Week

November 14 – Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 22 (Friday) – School in Session (Make-up day)
November 27-December 1– Thanksgiving Break

During Red Ribbon Week, Grace Elementary students participated in activities to
remind them about the importance of staying drug-free. The Caribou County Sheriff’s
Office did a presentation for the students
and arranged for Humvees to be at our
school for the week.
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MIA at Grace Junior High
Farmers, Ranchers, and Businesses throughout Caribou
County are responsible for
Grace Junior High School’s
NEW “Missing In Action” program and GREAT things are
already happening! Junior high
student body president Gable
Holyoak came to the administration this past summer,
wanting to know how academic
progress of junior high school
students could be tied to a year
-end trip to Lagoon. Cassie
Rigby, one of the school’s teachers, worked with Gable, the
principal, the school board, and
others to develop the “M.I.A.”
program. Junior high students
often have a hard time when it
comes to turning in their assignments. They are good students, but moving from an elementary school setting where
they have only one teacher to
the junior high school setting
where they have up to seven
different teachers often presents new challenges and Grace

Junior High was seeing students
struggle academically because they
weren’t turning in their assignments on time…and sometimes not
at all!

Five lucky winners were also
pulled from a drawing for “Lagoon
Bucks”, which will be real money
they can spend on the Lagoon
Trip if they continue to qualify
throughout the remainder of the
But now, the “Missing In Action”
school year. The most exciting
program rewards students who
news of all is the fact that for this
complete class assignments and
first “Missing In Action” special
turn them in on time. If students
activity, EVERY GRACE JUNIOR
have two or less missing assignHIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
ments in all classes combined durQUALIFIED TO ATTEND!! Such
ing a month of school days, they
success has never been seen at the
are rewarded with a special activijunior high before!
ty held at the junior high school. If
the students are consistent for the Grace Junior High School and
entire school year, they earn the
principal Brady would like to give
right to go to Lagoon at the end of a special thanks to the sponsors
for this month’s M.I.A. activity:
the school year.
MULLEN CRANE and RIGBY
This month’s M.I.A. special activiPLUMBING. This new program
ty was an extended lunch hour
appears to be extremely successwith an “all you can eat” Pizza and
ful but couldn’t happen without
Pasta party. Students could go
the support from the community.
back for as much food as they
The school believes that this new
wanted, including a special dessert program will raise the bar of exmade by the lunchroom ladies. The pectations for student academic
lunchroom tables were decorated
performance and are grateful for
and each student qualifying rethose who are supporting the proceived an additional treat bag.
gram. Grace Junior High School
continues to look for “Missing in
Action” sponsors and would love
to have others join in. If you
would like to participate as a
sponsor for the “Missing In Action” program, please contact Cassie Rigby at the high school by
calling
425-3731, ext. 100.
The junior high school would also
like to thank the Grace School
District, who is also providing financial support for the year-end
trip to Lagoon.
October’s MIA Activity consisted of cupcakes from Kneader’s restaurant and
games and activities in the gym. 90% of Grace Jr. High students qualified for
October’s activity, which was sponsored by Hunzeker Ford
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District Back to School Night Success

Grace School District held its first ever district-wide back to school night this year.
The event was held in front of the high school. All three buildings were represented,
and students and parents had the opportunity to meet with teachers and administrators from the school. In addition, many local organizations attended the event to
acquaint patrons with services offered. These included Caribou Memorial Hospital,
The United Way, Grace Public Library, Caribou County Sheriff’s Office and others..

Upcoming ACT Test Dates 2013-2014
Test Date

Registration
Deadline

Late Fee
Required

December 14,
2013

November 8, 2013 November 9-22,
2013

February 8, 2014 January 10, 2014 January 11-24,
2014
April 12, 2014

March 7, 2014

March 8-21, 2014

June 24, 2014

May 9, 2014

May 10-23, 2014

USU/BATC TOUR
High school juniors and seniors
wishing to tour Utah State
University and Bridgerland
Area Training Center should
contact Mrs. Hill.
A tour is planned for January
1o, 2013.
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