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Spring has come and life is
good! We are in the middle of
completing our Idaho Standardized Achievement Tests
(ISAT) and the outlook is
great. In addition to state
standardized tests we utilize
many in-district measures to
help us monitor progress and
growth among our students.
All of these data points help us
take a proactive approach to
meeting the needs of our students. Remember that standardized tests help us measure
areas of strength and weakness
in the district. We will then
look at what we can do better
and what implemented strategies and programs are working.
There are a few plant facility
issues that I would like to
make you aware of as we finish
this year and plan for next.
First: an ADA compliant music
room for our secondary
schools. Our current music
room does not currently meet
code set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990. ADA is continuously a
problem for our district as we
continue to try to make all of
our facilities accessible for all.
Second: Our track facility is
due for resurfacing. The project was scheduled for last year
but was pushed back to this
summer. Work will begin on
the track project on May 19th
and the music room project

will begin on June 5th. More
information on those projects
is in this newsletter.
We have reached the final
stages of purchasing with the
LDS Church on the property
between the Elementary and
the Jr. High schools. The process has taken a little over 9
months and we are happy to
see it finally coming to fruition.
With this purchase we will
begin anew with our public
meetings regarding a new elementary school. More information on the proposed building and bond is in this newsletter.
If you have any questions regarding these talking points
please contact the district office.
In an effort to gain insight on
our performance we have
made surveys available on our
district website, I would ask
that you take the opportunity
to fill out the pertinent survey
for your situation. The surveys
can be found on the website
under the resources tab, and
then the parental input tab.
There are surveys there for
elementary and secondary
teachers, myself, and special
education. We are very interested in areas that we can
improve.

The school calendar for the
2017-2018 school year is included in this newsletter for
your information. This calendar builds in 2 days for emergency closures due to weather;
please keep these dates for
future reference. We have
completed kindergarten registration for next year and it
appears our enrollment is continuing to grow; we currently
have 525 students in the district and anticipate that number increasing next year.
It is an exciting time of year!
Please help your students and
staff members finish strong and
continue to be engaged as
there is much to learn and
apply!
I appreciate all you do to support our staff and students.
Go big R.E.D.,

Jamie Holyoak
Superintendent of Schools
Grace School District #148

Monday, May 1st
“Your purpose in life is to find your purpose and give your whole heart and soul to it”
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Proposed Elementary Floor Plan
The first draft of the floor plan for the

see the design before the community

tween meetings for the building committee

proposed elementary school has been
included in this edition of the newsletter

information meetings. This is just the first
draft; you will notice on the meeting

to revise plans when necessary.

so patrons will have the opportunity to

schedule that there is time built in be-

Informational Meetings
March 17th

9:00 am

All District Employee Meeting

Revise Plan with Building Committee
May 4th

6:00 pm

1st Public Information Meeting

Revise Plan with Building Committee
June 8th

6:00 pm

2nd Public Information Meeting

Revise Plan with Building Committee
July 13th

6:00 pm

3rd Public Information Meeting

Revise Plan with Building Committee
July 24-29th
August 29th

Display at the Caribou County Fair
Bond Election—Designated Polling Location
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Jr. High/ High School Music Room

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) prohibits discrimination against
people with disabilities in education, employment, transportation, and public accommodations. Currently in our
district Thatcher Elementary,
the computer lab in Grace
Elementary, and the music
room in Grace High School
do not meet ADA regula-

tions. If we build a new elementary school we would be
compliant with our elementary schools, but the issue of
compliance for high school
music has been brought to
the forefront. The school
board has decided to address
the issue by building a new
music facility adjoining the
existing auditorium on the
west. The facility will be

equipped with two restrooms for use backstage as
well as serving the music
room. The facility will be accessed from the ramps outside the lunch room.
The anticipated cost of the
project will be $250,000.00;
the project will be funded
with our plant facility reserve
funds.
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Bus Surveillance
In an effort to promote safety to and from school the
district will be installing surveillance cameras on our
buses. The cameras will be mounted in the bus in
locations that allow each student and each seat to be
viewed. The cameras will also be positioned to monitor
loading and unloading students as well as other vehicles
that may be on the roadway as students are loading and
unloading.
The purpose of surveillance cameras is to insure that
our buses are monitored and that behavior on the bus
reflects the same behavior we expect from our students
in the classroom. They also provide us with useful

footage in the event of unlawful acts. Our student’s
safety is our utmost concern in school, traveling to and
from school, as well as outside activities.
The cameras will be paid for in large part by an anti
bullying grant through the Idaho State Department of
Education.
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Reunification Between Parents and Students in an Emergency
In light of recent happenings in our
state and nation, I thought that it was
needful that we discuss how reunification with parents will happen in the
case of an emergency. Our district
emergency plan has within it secondary
and tertiary evacuation points specific
to the emergency. In the event that
the emergency takes place on campus
we would hold to those evacuation
points and parents would be notified
via text as to where students and staff
are staged and when parents will be
able to pick up there students. In the
event that the emergency is off-campus
as happened in Blaine County recently,
the locations for pick up would happen
in the same manor via text with staging

areas being near the location of the
emergency. It is important to remember that the students are the responsibility of the school district in such cases, and procedures are in place to account for them. Once students are
safe and accounted for, then they will
be released to their parents. In some
cases students are witnesses, and as
such will be questioned by local and
state law enforcement. We know that
in these cases parents and students will
be anxious to be reunited but it will be
critical that procedure be followed
prior to the reunion. As a district we
will make every effort for that reunification to take place as quickly as possible.

If you would like to be added to the
Alert Sense system, please call Danielle Mansfield in the district office at
425-3984 and she will add you.

Track Resurfacing
The existing track and surface has
been in place for 20 seasons. The
existing surface is only expected to
last 10-12 years and the subsurface 15
-20. In visiting with the project managers over the installation of our track
20 years ago, they attribute the extended life span to great compaction
and subsurface material, ideal weather

conditions, and the addition of the
outside curb and fence. If you were
to visit the facility you would think
that the track may have 5 years left on
the surface. It is not so much the surface, although we have done some
patching to make it competition ready
for this season, it’s what is underneath. In recent years we have noticed some cracking and undulation in
several locations on the track. This is
attributed to heaving and settling in
the asphalt base. The rubberized surface can only last as long as the subsurface is stable; as a result we are
seeing the cracking and separation of
the surface in those troubled areas.

As we consider the project a new surface will only last as long as what it is
applied to therefore there will be
some diagnostics after the old surface
is removed. This removal will begin
on May 19th. It is anticipated that the
cost of this project will be between
$120,000.00 and $250,000.00, however the condition of the asphalt subsurface could substantially impact that
figure. This cost will take your breath
away, but when you consider the cost
of a new track facility being at or near
$1,000,000.00 it is a wise investment.
This project will be funded through
our plant facility reserve dollars.

Grace High Drama Presents

April 28-29,May 1 7:00

Musical tickets can be purchased online at
https://gracehighdrama.ludustickets.com/index.php
or through the link on the district web page!

Grace Joint School District #148
SCHOOL CALENDAR 2017-18
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Week Dates
Days in
Days
Explanation
No.
Session
Off
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
1
Aug 14-18
2
1
School Staff Meetings Mon-Tue, Aug 14-15
School begins Wed. Aug 16
School Wed-Thu
2
Aug 21-25
4
1
3
Aug 28- Sep 1
4
1
4
Sep 04-08
3
2
Labor Day Sep 04 – No School
5
Sep 11-15
4
1
6
Sep 18-22
0
5
Potato Harvest Sep 18-22 (Tent)
7
Sep 25-29
0
5
Potato Harvest Sep 25-29 (Tent)
8
Oct 02-06
4
1
9
Oct 09-13
4
1
10
Oct 16-20
4
1
11
Oct 23-27
4
1
12
Oct 30-Nov 3
5
0
Mid Term Nov 3 (37 Days)
Teacher Inservice Fri Nov 3- No School
13
Nov 06-10
4
1
PTC Secondary Thur Nov 9, 4:30-7:00
14
Nov 13-17
4
1
PTC Elementary Thur Nov 16, By Appt
15
Nov 20-24
2
3
Thanksgiving Break – Nov 22-24 School Mon-Tue
16
Nov 27-Dec 1
4
1
17
Dec 04-08
4
1
18
Dec 11-15
4
1
19
Dec 18-21
4
1
20
Dec 25-Dec 29
0
5
Christmas Break – Dec 25-Jan 02 No School
21
Jan 01-05
3
2
School resumes – Tues. Jan 02
22
Jan 08-12
4
1
End of Semester Jan 19 (37 days)
23
Jan 15- 19
5
0
Teacher Inservice Fri Jan 19 - No School
___________________________74 Days - 1st Semester Ends Friday, Jan 19, 2018______________________
Semester 2 begins Mon. Jan 22, 2018
24
Jan 22-26
4
1
25
Jan 29-Feb 2
4
1
Fri. Feb. 2 MAKE-UP day (if needed)
26
27
28

Feb 05-09
Feb 12-16
Feb 19-23

4
4
3

1
1
2

29
30
31
32

Feb 26-Mar 2
Mar 05-09
Mar 12-16
Mar 19-23

4
4
4
5

1
1
1
0

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42

Mar 27-31
Apr 02-06
Apr 09-13
Apr 16-20
Apr 23-27
Apr 30-May 4
May 07-11
May 14-18
May 21-25
May 28- Jun 1

0
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3

5
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2

Pres Day Mon, Feb 19 –MAKE-UP day (if needed)
PTC Ele Thur Mar 8 - By appointment
Teacher Inservice Fri Mar 16 – No School
PTC Sec Thur Mar 22 – 4:30-7:00
Mid Term Fri Mar 23 (35 Days)
Spring Break Mar 26-29th No School Mon-Thur

Memorial Day May 28 –No School
H.S.Graduation – Wed May 30th
Last Day of School – Thu May 31 (35 Days)
70 Days - 2nd Semester Ends - May 31,2018__________________________

